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    Gosford Public School Bulletin 
Faunce Street, West Gosford, NSW 2250 Tel. 4349 3600    Fax. 4349 3699 

 
Term 4 – Week 4 

 
Email gosford-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au                                         Thursday 8 November 2018 
 

 
P&C ‘Chapman Trust’ Contributions 
During my absence, Mr. Allen presented at the first P&C meeting for 
the term and respectfully requested that the P&C consider the school’s 
request for financial support of a number of initiatives and resources. 
I’m very happy to announce that the following was supported and will 
be financed via the funds available through the ‘Chapman’ Trust: 
- ‘Future focused learning’ furniture for the Library/Technology 
‘Hub’ ($7000) 
- Athletics/Sports equipment ($6500) 
- 2019 ‘School Magazine’ subscription ($1600) 
- iPad ‘safe grip’ heavy duty cases ($512) 
- Art supplies ($500) 
I would like to acknowledge the trustees of Alfred & Ella Chapman 
funds for their ongoing support of our school. 
 
Term 4 Focus 
Can I ask parents to support our teachers in reinforcing the following 
important end-of-year goals for our students: 
 

 Term 4 provides a good opportunity for students to 
consolidate many of their curriculum understandings for the year. 
There is still time to ‘get on top of’ any academic areas that are 
worrying them. 

 Teachers will be spending a significant amount of time preparing 
and administering assessment tasks as they ready themselves for the 
final reporting period of the year so regular school attendance is 
critical as will be arriving at school ‘on time’! 

 Please reinforce our school rules/values - our students need to 
look after their friends by sharing the good thoughts and respecting 
each other in work and in play!  

 Term 4 can be a time to celebrate all the hard work we’ve 
done over the year but we still have plenty of time to get some more 
work done and our celebrating can wait until the end of the year!  

 Our Year 5 and 6 students have a really important time ahead – 
Year 6 will be finalising their preparation for the transition to high 
school and dealing with a mixed set of emotions, whilst  

 Year 5 will be thinking about moving into Year 6 and the 
student leadership opportunities/responsibilities that will become 
available to them in the new year. 
 

DIARY DATES 

 
 
Week 5 
Ready Set Go 13/11 
 
Week 6 
Ready Set Go final 
session 20/11  
P&C meeting @ 7:30pm 
Chapman Room 21/11 
Year 6 Fun Day 23/11 
 
Week 7 
School Disco 29/11 
Kinder – Yr 2: 4:15pm to 
5:00pm 
Yr 3 – 6: 5:15 to 6:30pm  
 
Week 8 
Stage 2 Incursion – 
Colonial Tales 3/12 
 
Week 9 
Year 6 Farewell @ Gosford 
Golf Club 13/12 
Year 6 Surf Fun Day 14/12 
 
Week 10 
Gosfords’ Got Talent 17/12 
Class parties 18/12 
Graduation ceremony Yr 6 
19/12 
Last of school 2018 19/12 
 

2019 
 
Term 1 
 
Week 1 
Students Yr 1 to 6 return 
Wednesday January 2019 
 
Kindergarten students 2019 
commence school on 
Monday 4 February. Starting 
times will be confirmed by 
letter to parents 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
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So, some important messages - I now ask parents to reinforce these same messages at every 
opportunity to help us all enjoy what should be a great finish to the end of a very successful and 
productive school year! 
 
Student Supervision & Early Arrivals 
Just a reminder to all that our supervision of students begins at 8:30am every school morning with 
our first rostered duty of the day - prior to 8:30am formal supervision is not provided. 
Consequently, I ask that (wherever possible) parents not drop their children off prior to that time. If 
you are required to drop your children off in the morning earlier than 8:30am, I suggest that you 
contact the before & after school care group which operates out of the Chapman Room, they may 
be able to provide placement for your child allowing for their safe supervision prior to the school 
day beginning. 
 
 
 
 
 
WILL YOUR CHILDREN BE RETURNING TO OUR SCHOOL IN 2019?  
In order to assist us with class formation and planning for 2019, it is vital that the school accurately 
forecasts student enrolments.  If your family holiday is extending beyond the first day of school 2019, 
we require notification from parents/carers informing the school that your child/ren will be returning 
to Gosford PS and the date of their return.  Also – if you know that you will be moving or your child 
will be attending another school next year please let us know as soon as possible. 
 
Cyber Safety – Parent Session 
On Monday November 5th Gosford PS held a Cyber Safety parent information session led by a 
Police Community Liaison Officer from Gosford Police. This session was one of great value to 
parents/carers who attended and delved into topics such as: Cyber Bullying, Parental 
Control/Access measures, Social Media accounts and the importance of password protection to 
name a few. I have included a few key fact sheets from the session which I strongly encourage 
parents/carers to read. I would like to thank Fiona Snare our Community Liaison Officer for co-
ordinating the session as well as the Coffee Talk with the Principal that also occurred on this day.  
 
Good Values Guide Good Behaviour 
The following extract is taken from Kids Matter- an Australian Primary Schools mental health 
initiative. It directly relates to and outlines the influences on children’s social development and with 
it associated effects on behaviour.  
Children’s understandings of responsibility are influenced by their families, by school staff, by 
community members, by other children and also by the things children see and hear in the media. 
Young children especially watch and copy the attitudes and behaviour of those closest to them. As 
children grow older, they become more aware of peer group values and of the behaviours of role 
models such as sporting heroes or media personalities. They learn to think through and discuss the 
values and attitudes they observe in others and use themselves. They think about whether decisions 
that are made are fair or whether someone is being ‘mean’ to them or to others. When adults are 
fair, caring and respectful, children feel a greater sense of trust and belonging. Children are more 
likely to cooperate with adult guidance when they feel valued and respected. By contrast, when 
children feel they have been treated unfairly they are less likely to listen and more likely to try to 
avoid or resist discipline. 
     
Values are the internal guides we have for our behaviour. They help us to make choices, and to 
make judgements about what is right and wrong, good or bad, fair or unfair. While cultures differ in 
the emphasis they place on particular values (eg individual freedom or duty to family) there are many 
which are common to all cultures like respect, caring, and justice. Parents and carers are 
children’s first and most important teachers of values.  

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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Schools also have a major role to play in teaching values. Some of the ways that Gosford PS helps 
children learn positive social values include: • teaching children how to think about values and how 
to behave in ways that are caring, respectful, responsible • teaching cooperative behaviours inside 
the classroom and in the playground • making sure that behaviour and discipline issues are 
managed in ways that are positive, consistent and fair • providing opportunities for children to 
practise good citizenship – through peer mentoring, student representative council, community 
projects etc. 
 
 
 

 

 

Thank you to the parents who attended our final 2018 Coffee Talk with the Principal on Monday. I 
plan to continue this event next year.  

If you have been unable to attend a Coffee Talk, but would like to, please get in touch with me with 
your suggestions on how I can make this more accessible to you. I have had some feedback 
which I will take into account for next year, and would love to hear from you if you have any more  
to add. I can vary the time of day this event happens (e.g. an afternoon time), and will gladly do so 
based on your suggestions. 

The talk on Cyber Safety for Children, delivered by Senior Constable Jaime Tommerup, went well. 
She told us about the website for the Office of the eSafety Commissioner (www.esafety.gov.au) 
and encouraged us to use this valuable resource to educate ourselves on how we can help our 
children to have safer, more positive experiences online. 

 Fiona Snare 

gosfordps.clo@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE COMMUNITY LIAISON OFFICER 

http://www.esafety.gov.au/
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Ethics Classes at Gosford Public School 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Could you or someone you know be an ethics teacher at Gosford Public School in 2019? 
 
Ethics classes are available as an alternative for children who choose non-scripture rather than 
Special Religious Education (SRE). The curriculum is available for children from K-6; however at 
Gosford Public School we are currently offering classes from Years 1-6. We have two teachers 
leaving at the end of the year and we are seeking new teachers so that the current classes can 
continue next year. 
 
Ethics teachers receive full training by Primary Ethics, the not-for-profit organisation approved to 
design curriculum and training for the ethics program. Training consists of a two-day workshop 
and short online modules and all lesson materials are provided. Suitable volunteers have an 
interest in children’s education and development of critical thinking skills and must be available on 
Thursday mornings each week to teach a forty minute class. A small amount of weekly preparation 
(such as printing and reading through lesson materials) is also required. 
 
In ethics classes, children learn how to think logically, disagree respectfully and support their 
arguments with evidence, rather than act according to blind habit or peer pressure.  
 
Children discuss topic such as: 
-imagining how others feel 
-how do we treat living things? 
-what is laziness? 
-how do we disagree in a respectful way? 
-fairness   
 
If you are looking for an opportunity to make a valuable contribution to our school, please visit 
www.primaryethics.com.au or contact Kathy Wenban (Gosford PS Ethics Coordinator) on 0403 
350 995 or kwenban011@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.primaryethics.com.au/
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NDER 
 
 
Reminder that applications for placement in Year 7 in selective high schools in 2020 opened on 9 
October 2018 and will close on 12 November 2018.  Application information can be downloaded 
from the High Performing Students Unit website at https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-
schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7.  The online application link is 
available from this website from 9 October 2018.  Late applications will not be accepted. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Learning For Life Scholarships Now Available  

Meeting the costs of education can be tough. The Smith Family is offering education scholarships 
to assist your family to cover these costs and to help your children to get the most out of their 
education. If you are in possession of a Health Care Card or Pension Concession Card, and your 
child has excellent attendance, you are eligible to apply for a place on the Learning for Life 
Scholarship Program.  Please contact the office for a referral form as soon as possible. The Smith 
Family will be in touch to arrange a scholarship interview with you, and you will be eligible for your 
first payment in January 2019. 

 Family Partnerships (Learning for Life) – Springfield and Wyong 

Tel: 02 4333 4159    
thesmithfamily.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SELECTIVE HIGH SCHOOL APPLICATION PROCESS FOR YEAR 7 2020 
 

SMITH FAMILY SCHOLARSHIPS 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7
http://www.thesmithfamily.com.au/
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